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My dear friends: 

Josh Lederberg has made a suggestion to me that involvee 
you two. Editorially I like the idea tid therefore pass it: on 
herewith. 

Josh ia reluctant to revise for book publication his 
papem on transduction; the meat of his thoughts is in the 
papers ) and it would be a tedious chore to rewrite and revise 
as he would ha- to do were they to be publlished in book form 
by themselves, Buwever, Josh feels that something could be 
done with those papers-- something that would be easier as well 
as more valuable for advanced students of science and at the 
same the a pleasure, Xe would like to take the main paperst 
letting them stand as originally published but annotating each 
one--probably in a sumwhat personal eesay style; in fhe 
annotations, whether they were in the form of footnotes or 
addenda to the papem, he would point out the significant 
&Fw~ws 3 the places and times wbre a point was almost clinched 
but aot quite Been clearly enough-when hindsight Fr used--and 
he would comment on the inevitable blind alleys t;hat a scientist 
purreued for a way. I hope I correctly suggest w&t Joeh hao in 
mind as to method. What interests me most, however, ia hie 
purpose which is to ehuw how a scientist workis through his own 
personal experience--the gropings, the strains, the to’ing and 
fro'ing. 

That purpooa I like. As a publiarher of scientific works, 
Z hare often felt tbt we should publish for advanced students 
works that would help them graep the purposes and m&hods of 
scientific research, Yet I know that m textbook on the 
scientific method wsruld do.\, (tinevzr I think of 5 book on 






